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Mohster Plan
A Comic Book Ceared ro ( ds Takes
on AIDS

The banle aeaiNt AiDS is fought dajh
br heroes from all ratks oflifc, but lhanks
to ftomas Perez dd lun Baez, a teah of
supcrheroes has joined the figlrr

Perez and Baez hait created tlan cK
drd tri Mo,s,* ?ldr, a comic book g.ared
towa s raising HjV/AIDS ailiren.ss in
youns diid.en b-clle and under. wtrere
l.ssons aboutAlDS and life an gro$,

"The storyt gor io be ertertaining,,, says
Baez, lln, art dircLtor lbr T.!m creat Kids.
''$e could\t wntten an lnibrmarivc essay,
bxtiflids didn t find rhc marerial engaging,
they w)uldnt lcam an)rhing.,

A q?lcallr lantastic superhero story
embcds the facls andl.sons inside the
maleriar a diveNe group of diildren ar.
adopt.d b,! secret aSenrs and liv. in rtE
Creat Kids Childrens Home, where rhcy
dev.lop a tclepathic bord ahong theh.
selves in addition t their various supe?oB:
ers such as flighr ande uncedqsion.

rn realiqr ihelr.volxtion tr€s iust as
intdesrilg. Thoms perez, presjdenr of
Tcddi ft) s, origmalll ceared Team C( jn
1999 as a line ofndividual dolls rvirh elhnic
bxckgrou.ds. His intenrion ms to Foduce
.namcters Brth bique srories rhar would
ol)en educational dooB fol sociat ilnesses.
The dolL line be.ame an issue of controvesl
a.d alier qorkng wirh his aristic sr!ff the
superh.foes ofT€am cI< emerged.

'l d.clded to unify them teieparhicatty,,,
$ys Perez, so they could, as a reain, learn
to put aside their ethnic differences, to
comhumcate as a ream and to fight differ_
ent social illnesses. And ofcourse rodat,
AIDS is a global pand€mic rhat s boih
social and nedical in scope-a worrht

Itr lbon CK okd th. Mo6st r plok, the
teams neheses, Queen Eriu ald Dflid,
create a monster fiom a virus that has no
cure. During the ehsuing batrle, Team CK
is assisied b. a hdlosraphic suardian who

A{u .  lurY 2oo6

provides medjcalfa.rs tohetp the fighr.
o. die su,.jice, dis rs basic superhcro

tarc. but a dceperlookrevealstire crearors

cl

Thohas Perez and,uah Baez

tor larents and teachers," Pelcz
adds. Child.en are becoming
intellectualll actire at oi earlnT
ag.. and T.an CKprnides a
tlatlorn for disc ussn)n and.du-
cation about tough $cialtssu.s.
As lor AlD5. child.n are nxual
l,tactive r.uch eaflio itr lofur's
wol].l. so \!e re t$ing ro prc{.de
tha t sexual Nalernrn rjrh jnid
AIDS discussio! and edu.ation.

thc {irrure olAIDS.ombar. specjficatl,
en.rgl itr the form of lighr. Wc tooted at
the UV therapies bcing dor. and added
thatelehent to thc srory bccause thc,ijght,
iactor also added 10 our dione of.nlighl
enment and education "

Additionally, a team ofmedical doctors
and experts was consultcd so thar rhe infor.
matior lrovided b' the holographjc
gxardian was a.curate.

The combination ofroller coaster story.
lines and educatioDal hc$ h3s gotten Tem
CK floticed. Tlrc comica a.e senalized in the
AHR Ndps, a newsletrer lrolided by the
Asiah Harm Redldion Networl, sening
TlEiland and elssherc in Sourheast Asia.

Perez hopes ihis is jusfthe begrDning
forTeam cK. I had a gentleman come
into my ofiice and iell me what a grear idea
Team CK was, and rhat he rhought he
could help pay bacl society in hjs hohe
courtry ol Puerto Pico with the comics. He
bought a thousand copies, had them trans
lated into Spanish, and het haljng th€m
shipped to interested schools. Tliat\ ihe
kind ofnnpact and iniriative we're looking
foi The goal ofthe conics is to educlte,

'Team C( opens the doo$ ofeducatio.

Tre cohic isn't tl,.: end all llrenaand
teachersrnust us. the conl. to open up
rmportant discussions."

Perez mainrai. s a long-term vision ibr
his suFrhero.s. DoRn the road, r'd tove
to scc Team CK inclasrooms. td lole lo
seethe contl.s}elp dis.ussions blossom. r
could definitcly see Tean, CK addrcssjng
Lhe nachinations ofthc toLracco indxstry
oracomk c.lled ?i,an cKard,t' f,.f8}
Prr",rs. Whil. on the sufirce it looks tile
the energr problem can t be solvcd b, a
blnch ofgrade-schoolcrs, who tnows $,hat
will happen ifthey grow up more energy-
.onscrous? We're a shall company, but ih
the future, perhaps we ll pick u! a licens-
ing partner or flld a way to get qide! distri-
bution then we'I1 see what happens. The
possibilities ofTeah cK s perh and lmpact
are as wide open as the tutuie itself, which
is why the Foject is so ful6llj.s. "

To foliow the advenrures olleah CK, vktt
M.teahgkrreroes.com, or e.hai
inlo@t.amgkh€r.es.com for hore inforfrat on.

Jack Hawkins 16ides inChic.go, tltnois, wtere
hepuEueslnnovat iveapproacherroAtDSand

HlV, and stives to seerhose ideas in pr nl.




